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Poles Apart:

Noel Keywood finds Nagaoka's
new MP-150 moving magnet
tartridge to be dramatically

a4
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gleefuily tested Nagaoka's ven-
wiakie MP-1 pekop cartridge
ir our May 07 issue fts age
showed, but so did s pedi-
gree. in soma areas bettering
modern designs thirty years or
g0 younger: Recently, with ne fanfare.
Magacka updared their entire range.
Spotzing this. we asked to review an
MP-150. price £125. Could che new
Nagaoka cut it agnenss the lkes of
today's Goldrings and Oriofons we
wondared, in a part of the market
whore competition gots serious - znd
52 does sound gualisy?

Magaoka as z company specizlise
in working dificut matarials.
inciuding magness. ceramics and
diamonds. perhaps explzining their
imterest n producing 2 ranga of
pickup caroridges! At least the
symbiais S ebvious, unlike Yanaha
whase meorests include pancs ang
fast matorbikes! Badywark styling
takes its cues Trom Biscuit tin design
znd the {50 comes in famching shade
of green, Chosen 3 CoMMEMTGrate a

bad night out 0 Ropsong, | suspect.
When imstalled, the large frantal

averharg, which complewsly abscures

the seyius amd makes cusing = bic

fiz or miss,
grocrused from
the headshell of my

5ME3 1L with the unbridied
awracton of 3 Ford Transit's rear.
You have wo look elsewhere to find
laveliness in this carwidge - buz
happtty s thera,

Wit you gat in the MP-150
iv an nduced maving magnet {MM)
generator the styluy oeing user
removabie a5 usual, The static
signal coifs and Samarium Cobalt
field magret sit in a Permailoy case
which provides magnetic shielding. 2
cemmen arrangement. The cancilever
is 2 tapered whe of hardenad
durviniven for high sofiness and
lere tip mass. The srylas « 2 normal
cliptizal type, at the narraw she of
the tzper Az the top af the cantilever
sits a small permeable alloy rube
acting AT 2 moving magnet elemant.

Tracking force iz quoted at 13-
Zgmsz and | used | 8gms., as mzcking
is fine at that force Ac G.5gms the
cartridge is relatively fight, in view of
izs size, probably due 1o 2 light plascic
bady, within which Magacka e
rarbon fibre renforeement whese
strengeh is aeeded, All acms will
accept 3 cartridge of this weight, so
no problem here.

What | have described so fariz a
standzrd MM carmridge. licle different
to any other including Nagaoka's
olé MP zerizs from e nineteen
eighties, Designs like zhis zre broughe
up to date oy introducing madern
macerialz, especizlly more powerful
magnets, ofzen Neodymm. Thiz
changes everything. Cutput goes
up. but is commanly traded agaanst
reduced coil turns o imprave
randwicth,

il ne.uk

= different to its rivals, and
even the company's older
designs t0o...

This is what Mageoka have donz
within cheir new range | suspect.
muzs e Qrrafon and Galdring
tefore them. Qur measuremenes
suggest 50, showing fat frequency
responsz up oo | 0kHz This banishes
the warmzh wa got from earbier
models, bringing 2 clearer mare
balznced sound, with dzizil and air
arzund it As wire degrades sound.
through Impurities and noise {yes,
wire in nowsy} what all cartridges
nevd i better wire and less of in.
fmprovec modern macerials maks
bozh goals possible, and this 5 whart
MNagaoha Rave exploited o update
the MP-15 co MP-150.

SOUND QUALITY

Spinring my new 200zm viny!
pressing of Cat Stevens' Teaser

and the Frecat’, which has been
rebatanced o bring ug laws | should
paint out, Tuesdays Dead' brought
out z woncerfully farchright and
vigarous delivery from the MP-

150, |z is fast and clean, with strong
midrznge dynamics that nighligheed
the enchusasue use of peroussion
on this track, making it bozh abvious
and exciting. A geatie veiling of
vacals was apparent toe This likely
comes fram che stylus becawse there
wasn't a surfeit of nner detail. sither
wichin chis track or ‘Bitterblee’,
cerzainty not the level available from
a1 Golering 1042 with Frice Geiger $
styius. However the upper trelsie it
[see MEASURED PERFORMANCE]
was plainly zuditlo and seemingly
strengehened dewrling, akthough it

is a somewhar different effect in
truch. Iz gave strurmimed guitar real
bag, amphasising Car Stevens” fuen:
cecimque.
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Alchough the stylus esesnt
sge oo the finer inpocacies of
instruments and is the obvious
weak point «f rhes cartridgs agzinst
2 Goldring 1021GX or 1042 3z
the same e | liked the way the
MP- 180 cartridge tidily assembled
instruments acrass he soundstage
and could resolve finer dynamic
shzdings, thase gentler accents and
nuznces that g0 to male up the
tzpestry of 2 performanee. it was at
the same ome easy on the ean with
o engaging and enjoyable delivary
that worked far me betcer than the
cquivaient Qrtafon IM Blee. whilst
being tidier and more concse than
e |T22GX iF rnar a5 SEFEnUSUS 26
forer frequencies,

Trat the M2-150 s both
modern and well Soned < right
there in i basic delivery: it pushed
Ay Wineheuse out from the
loudspeakers with 3 candid vigour
that biad me drawn into You Know
I'm Mo Good There's none of the
warmech af aid, nor tre soft bass. Kick

smoother anc siicker Qperaer as

2 |1 3in arm shoutd be. burt neta
zrice match of courde The forward
orgjectior of the bady nestled
senzach the RBIQD headshell better
than the SME3 12, ard in both arms
the courtzrweight had o be moven
forward to balzncs the low 6.5gms
bodyweipht. rraciking ‘orce being set

at | 8gms.

The Nageoka MP-150 alxc
scared in s abilty 1o maks the most
of elé, worn LPs withour introdacing
harshness o medéle. A long term
tester |usie for this is Down m the
Spweer', that runs to erd-ofside
on the Soranglers first LR ‘Ratus
Norvagous. A complex oerformance
like this on well worn inner grocves
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| wandd goess the canciizver
of the MP-130 iz a touch more
acvarcad than thar of the nsarest
Geldrings. explzning the strong
dynamics accompaniad by a relacive
lacke of machanica overhang and
caipuration, but e sunple elipricl
stplus dsn't amyching to write home
asgut and hers the MP-150 falls

back, It's still 4 very goad caroridge
though. capably demonst-atng just
how medern materals have maoved
maoving magnet cartridges abuad,
Tre MP-150 3 {orce wo be reckoned
with ac thiz price poinzic's zimost
up with the best from Goidring and
Crafon in a neck-znd-neck race, if

nat convincingly shesd,

VERDIC! 99

| Uyrermgaly steang 20d coaoes, but
!ihghl'." npacue sounding high 2nd
| moving miagnet.

fram 1275 isn't 2asy to make sense
ol yar the 2P-150 did 2 siid job,
usebully smoothing out the upper
tiilbaed. whilst kaesing muddie and
distortian ar hay, Jean hique Burnals
bass work was deftly poieed avr
and Jot Blacik's drums rolled firmiy
ouz To sound stage extromaes Bven

dru had pleney of farce behind it
and percussion stabbed out sharply,
| fancy the MP-150 iz one of the
mest dynamicaliy engaging tartridges
availalie at s price poine yet at the
sama tine srmoolt and svelze in ics
presentabon There are ne rough
adges, other than that ereble Tift thas

NAGAOKA MP-150
Musonic
(L) +44 (0)20 8950 5151

WwWw. musonic oo nk

just oceasiomlly brought an edge o the rars’ squeakings reverborated - revealing mithans clarity
frigarives. rucely arcund the room, given a - firm, lithe bass

Oftan sounding 2 ‘ittie raugaus Irtie hoast by the riss in Tretie -+ good dynamics
with less than sophizticated tudgst that sxescs even at the last groovas,
carzridgas, the horms ar the start a8 our memuraments show. The AGRINST
2af 2hil Collns | Cannot Believe 1T3 MP-130 stays Clean, compased and - stylus lacks resolition
True' pn ks aloun ‘Hello | mest Be erthusastic to the st - awhward cueing

Gaomg (200gm pragsing) were nicely - it's, ermm, green!
comoosed acul. agun, ezsy on my

ear 35 a result. The MP-150 wacks
ttably and sets up an imprasse
DROMMENSE Mere, CEh U AMongsT
the best 2t the price. Cymbals
shimmered brightly for sure, sgringng
vigorousiy fram the mix, but at the
price | czn forgive this departure
from perfect accuracy. Instruments
werz sharply cudlinec and clearly
placed an a well b sound stage kid
cut i fraot of the leudspeakers.

Basy hines wera deftly caororec
and reatly deseribed, althaugh net
sounding as fulseme ax from 2
CGoldrng, nstead the MP- 150 defivers
bass with 2 litheress that underlnes
me riychmiz pace of music,

tknow from past experience that
Magaokaz are very woil engmesrad
and sgnething o be taken wericusly,
0 ‘my’ MP-150 did a litthe travethng,
finging rsaif in an SME M2-10. Rega
REZET and Rega RBIOD, 25 well 25
the SME3I 1T, It was a nacural parinar
for the RB300 a5 this zrm supparts
faezaful dynamics from z caridge
Tre SMEZ |2 i an alzogether

CONCLUSION

Magacka have ahways
made z well enginecred
bur also nicely judged
careridge. They haven's
last ther ceuch

with rhe MP-150.Ac
the prics it s ane

of che tidbese, most
chymamically engaging
and yet svelze sounding
MM czrundges availabie,
it's 2 fur listen that
fEC5 A great sound
from vinyl, withaut
rough edges gver
Decaming obvicus,
Tatal perfection hasn't
aeen achioved for €123,
our engnesring good
budget products is 25
much zbout balarcing
campromisas sersibly
such that weaknesses
remain subjectively
Dergn and here
tuagacka haws been
skillful.
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