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“We understand why people love their analog sound
systems! said President Nagaoka. “Please go to our listen-
ing room to experience it for yourself”

Production Dept. GM Takahiro Goto led the way. “You
will want to sit as close (o the center of the room as pos-
sible] he said as he readied the turntable. The record he
picked was a Carpenters album, and soon the sound ol
“Yesterday Once More” filled the room.

“Did you notice how deep and broad the sound was?"
Golo asked after Karen Carpenter had finished her song.
“They say that the mastering of vinyl records of yester-
year picked up not only the audible sounds but also the
inaudible anes. Still, the vibrations lower and higher than
what we can hear still affect us. That's what gives the extra
depth and breadth of sound we seem to hear from analog
records”

Goto put away The Carpenters album. ‘Come; he said.
“Let’s go see how diamand-tipped record needles are
made”

He led the way to the production floor.

Through the automatically opening door, tense-faced
women attended to a line of machines.

“Women are best at detailed work that requires pin-
point aceuracy, Goto said. Indeed, Nagaoka workers ob-
viously knew exactly what they are doing, and every day
they did those jobs that resulted in 6,500 diamond-tipped
needles produced every hour.

Next-Gen Tech
The machines used to make Nagaoka styluses are nearly
the same today as they were back in the 1980s, when vinyl
records were at their peak, The needles produced and
their production process are nearly the same. A team of
engineers keeps the machinery in tune and ready to go.
Meticulously kept up, the production lines depend finally
on the human eye via microscopes where quality control
is concerned.

In fact, the Nagaoka people who do this control of
the production process sit at microscopes, working
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Vital Diamonds

Women at Nagaoka's Yama, factory assure superb-quality
diamond needles. Professional rt stylus arm into th tridge,
but the component must undergo listening tests by sharp-eared
pros and more. President Kae Nagaoka holds stylus cartridge like
the jgwel it is.

with quick, accurate, gloved fingers to move the dia-
mond-tipped needle on through the process as eyes peer
into microscopes to see even the tiniest possible flaw.

Nagaoka is the only producer of needles for phono-
graphs and phonographic equipment in Japan. Its prod-
ucts are known around the world by everyone in the
music industry. Its quality is taken for granted by industry
professionals who know that the men and women on the
line will not let a sub-par product get through the process
and into a phonograph cartridge.

A trip through the Nagaoka factory in Higashine,
Yamagata, shows even to the untrained eye that quality
comes first, always. And the company’s penchant for qual-
ity includes the production processes as well as the final

styli.
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Vinyl Revival

CDs were introduced to the music market in the early
1980s and by about 1988 were outselling vinyl records,
and over the next few years, sales of vinyl records went
into steep decline. Of course, demand for phonographs
and replacement needles for them plunged at the same
time. Still, a few diehard aficionados kept their records
and their stereos, their phonographs, and their high-
fidelity speakers. These consumers kept asking for re-
placement needles, or replacement cartridges that had
Nagaoka needles in them.

Then, for some reason not entirely understood, vinyl
records began to make a comeback soon after the turn
of the 215t century. Sales rose. By 2014, Amazon became
the largest retailer of vinyl records, and demand for
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phonograph needles climbed. And, where needles had
been less than 10 percent of the reorganized Nagaoka’s
annual revenues, that share also began to climb. Things
began to look up.

Currently many music companies are publishing old
favorites, like those from The Beatles or Jimi Hendrix,
and modern artists record on vinyl as well, For example,
Ed Sheeran’s Divide LP sold 62,000 units in 2017, accord-
ing lo nielsen.coms year-end music report.

“We can meet the demand for vinyl record player styli,
said President Nagaoka, "but we are now putting a great
deal of effort into new product development, and promo-
tion of our own brands—Nagaoka, Jeweltone, Vinon, and
Movio?

She picked up a black box with the name NAGAOKA
gold-stamped on the top. She opened the boxand extract-
ed a pair of earbuds.

“These are ruby earbuds.” she said. The jewels give ex-
tremely high fidelity. regardless of the music source” The
earbuds may be a bit expensive, but when you listen to
them reproducing sounds from an Elton John record, for
example, you can be sure that the price is more than right,
if not righteous.

Watch out for Nagaoka. Not only daes it make the best
record needles in the world, but its stable of products
keeps growing, and they, too, are among the verybest. @
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Molecular Level

Precision work, along with visual examinatien and performance
trials, helps ensure world-class diamond stylus cartridges. Furnace
glowingly bonds diamond tips to steel shanks., A wide array of
Magaoka diamond stylus cartridges. A stylus arm clearly shows the
diamond stylus at the tip
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